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Good afternoon,

I am reaching out with an update about the set up in our cafeteria for our lunch waves at Timothy Edwards.  As
always, please feel free to contact me directly with any questions or concerns.

The lunch period is a time during school when students get a chance to relax, interact and connect with their
friends.  To some degree, the Covid mitigation strategies, particularly the presence of the polycarbonate
barriers, had been negatively impacting this experience for students.  As a result, students have been looking
for ways to bypass some of those measures.  Specifically we were seeing behaviors that were, in fact,
counterproductive to the potential effectiveness of the polycarbonate barriers designed to separate students at
their tables during lunch.

For example:
● Students were moving their chairs around the dividers to talk and to hear, thus decreasing the distance

between themselves and others.
● In order for students to talk to their friends, they were standing up to talk over the barrier, often

projecting voices loudly to speak to someone at another table.
● With only 4 at a table because of the separation from the barriers, students were getting out of their

seats and wandering in the cafeteria.  Understandably, students were trying to visit friends they could
not see at any other time in the school day.

As a result, the potential effectiveness of the polycarbonate barriers on tables was significantly compromised.

This week, the barriers were removed from most of the tables in our cafeteria.  Therefore, our round
cafeteria tables, which are large and designed to seat up to 10 students, now seat 6 students instead of 4.

Subsequently:
● Students are able to sit with more friends if they choose, while still safely spaced out.  In fact, this has

actually increased the distance between students because they are not moving their chairs closer to
one another to talk.

● Students are able to hear and speak more clearly at their own tables.
● This week, we have seen a marked improvement in behavior of students during the lunch period.

There is less wandering and less yelling from table to table, as well as fewer office referrals.
● Student feedback has been positive.  Students have shared that they are excited to be able to include

more friends at their tables instead of excluding one or two due to the capacity restriction and that it has
been easier to have conversations.

Please note that the decision to remove the polycarbonate barriers is supported by our local health
department.  It is also important to note that, to date, we have no evidence of student-to student-transmission
of Covid-19 in the cafeteria setting.  Additionally, with children having been isolated and restricted in so many
ways throughout these last two years, we felt this change would help regain a sense of normalcy in our
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students’ social lives.  We are pleased that the adjustment has been so well-received by the students, and in
our estimation, it has been successful so far.   Of course student safety continues to be our number one
priority.  Should we determine a need to revisit this practice, we will proceed accordingly.

Sincerely,

Meliss� Morga�-H�stetle�
Melissa Morgan-Hostetler


